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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Taz following SERMON is publiſhed ſe- 
parately, for the Uſe of Schools, at the 
Requeſt of ſeveral Perſons of Character, 
as containing much excellent Inſtruction 
properly adapted to the Youth of both 
Sexes. The reſpectable Author, when 
applied to, moſt readily gave his Aſſent, 


be of Service to the riſing Generation. 
8 of = Cape. jun. and Davizs. 
Auguſt , * W. Cxxxen. | 
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and expreſſed his ardent Wiſhes that it might 
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Y, rung men lite iſe exbort, 1 to be . ber-minded; | 


GOBRIETY of mind is one of thoſe 
_© virtues which the preſent condition of 


human life ſtrongly inculcates. The un- 
certainty of its enjoyments checks pre- 


ſumption; the multiplicity of its dangers 
demands perpetual caution. Moderation, 
vigilance, and ſelf-government, are duties _ 


incumbent on all; but eſpecially on ſuch 


as are beginning the j journey of life. 10 
them, therefore, the admonition in the 
Text is, with great propriety, directed; 
though there | is reaſon, to fear, that 'by- 
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bw 
them it is in hazard of being leaſt re- 
= garded. Experience enforces the admo- 
” nition the moſt giddy, after they have 
1 advanced in years - But the whole ſtate 
of youthful views and paſſions, is adverſe 
to ſobriety of mind. The ſcenes which 
preſent themſelves, at our entering upon 
the world, are commonly flattering. What- 
ever they be in themſelves, the lively ſpi- 
rits of the young gild every opening pro- 
ſpect. The field of hope appears to ſtretch 
Wide before them. Pleaſure ſeems to put | 
forth its bloſſoms on every ſide. Impelled 
5 by deſire, forward they ruſh with inconſi- 
deͤerate ardour: Prompt to decide, and to 
chuſe; 35 averſe to heſitate, or to enquire; 
cCeredulous, becauſe untaught by experience; 
= raſn, becauſe unacquainted with danger; 
TY headſtrong, becauſe unſubdued by diſap- 
5 pointment. Hence ariſe the perils, of 
Which it is my deſign at preſent to warn 
them. 1 ſhall take ſobriety of mind in its 
8 moſt comprehenſive ſenſe, as including 
DE, the. whole of that diſcipline which, reli- 
. gion and virtue ns to 1 * 
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the words of the Text are directly ad- 

drefled to young men, yet, as the ſame ad- 
monition is given in 2 preceding verſe to 
the other ſex, the inſtructions which ariſe | 


from the Text are to be conſidered as 


: common to both. I intend, firſt, to ſhew 
them the importance of beginning early to 


give ſerious attention to their conduct; 3 


and, next, to point out thoſe virtues whie ? 


7 dee — to pe ere a 


As ſoon as you are < capable of e 


you muſt perceive that there is a right and 


a wrong in human actions. You ſee, that 
thoſe who are born with the ſame advan. 
tages of fortune, are not all equally proſ- 


perous in the courſe of life. 
of them, by wiſe and ſteady conduct, at- 
tain diſtinction in the world, and paſs their 
days with comfort and honour; others f 
the ſame rank, by mean and vicious beha« 


While ſome 


viour, forfeit the advantages of their birth, 


involve themſelves in much miſery, and 


end in being a diſgrace to their friends, 


Err a burden on ſociety. N 
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you may learn, that it is not on the ex- 
_ ternal condition in which you find your- 
_ ſelves placed, but on the part which you 
are to act, that your welfare or unhappi- 
_ nefs,. your honour or infamy, depend. 
Now, when beginning to a& that part, 
what can je of greater moment, than to 
regulate your plan of conduct with the 
moſt ſerious attention, before you have 
yet committed any fatal or irretrievable 
errors ? If, inſtead of exerting reflection 
for this valuable purpoſe, you deliver your- 
- ſelves up at ſo critical a time, to ſloth and 
wn if you refuſe to liſten to any 
- counſellor but humour, or to. attend to any 
ee except that of amuſement; if you 
allow yourſelves to float looſe and careleſs 
on the tide of life, ready to receive any 
eben which the current of faſhion 
e chance to give you, what can you 
expect to follow from ſuch beginnings? 
While ſo many around you are undergoing 
che ſad conſequences of a like indiferetion, | 
for what reaſon ſhall not thoſe conſe- 
© quences extend to * Shall you; attain 2 


9 | 
1 dun that E dh 
| cape dangers without that | precaution, | 
which is required of others? Shall hap- 
piüneſs grow up to you, of its own accord, 
and ſolicit your acceptance, when, to the 
reſt of mankind, it is the fruit of long 
cultivation, and the acquiſitign. of labour 
and. care ?—Deceive not yourſelves with 
ſuch arrogant hopes. Whatever be your 
rank, Providence will not, for your ſake, 
reverſe its eſtabliſhed order. The Author 
of your being hath enjoined you to tale 
heed to your ways ; to ponder the paths of your. 
feet; to remember your Creator in the days of ok 
your youth, He hath decreed, that they 
only who ſeek: after wiſdom ſhall find its 
that fools ſhall be aflifted becauſe of their 
tranſgreſſions ; and that wwhoſo refuſeth in- 
 ftrudtion ſhall defiroy his own ſoul. By liſten 
ing to theſe admonitions, and temper- = 
ing the vivacity of youth with a proper 
mixture of ſerious thought, you may en- 
ſure cheerfulneſs for the reſt of life; but 


by delivering yourſelves up at .preſent.to | 
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_ giddineſs* and levity, you lay the found- 


ation of laſting heavineſs of heart. 
When you look forward to thoſe plans 
of life, which either your circumſtances 


have ſuggeſted, or your friends have pro- 
poſed, you will not heſitate to acknow- 


ledge that, in order to purſue them with 
| advantage, ſome previous diſcipline is re- 


quiſite. Be aſſured, that whatever is to 
be your profeſſion, no education is more 


neceſſary to your ſucceſs, than the ac- 
quirement of virtuous diſpoſitions and 
habits, This is the univerſal preparation 
for every character, and every ſtation in 
life. Bad as the world is, reſpect is 


always paid to virtue. In the uſual courſe 


; of human affairs, it will be found, that 


knowledged worth, Font wutes more to 


proſperity, than the brighteſt parts with- 
out probity or honour. Whether ſejence, 


or buſineſs, or public life, be your aim, 


4 


mo all thoſe great departments of fo 


— 


e * plain underſtanding joined with ac- 


Vrͤrrtue ſtill enters, for a principal ſhare, 3 


. * z 8 * 


It is connected with eminence, in every 
| liberal art; with reputation, in every branch 
of fair and uſeful buſineſs; with diſtinc- 

tion, in every public ſtation. The vigour 
which it gives the mind, and the weight 
which it adds to character; the generous 
ſentiments which it breathes, the undaunted 
ſpirit which it inſpires, the ardour of dilis 
_ gence which it quickens, the freedom which 
it procures from pernicious and diſhonour- 
able avocations, are the. foundations of all 
that is high in fame, or en in . 


among men. a 


Whatever ornamental or engaging en- 


ene you now poſſeſs, virtue is a 


neceſſary requiſite, in order to their 
ſhining with proper luſtre. Feeble are 
the attractions of the faireſt form, if it 
be ſuſpected that nothing within corre- 


 ſponds to the pleaſing appearance without. = © 


Short are the triumphs. of wit, when it is 
ſuppoſed to be the vehicle of malice. By 5 
whatever arts you may at firſt attract the 
attention, you can hold the eſteem, and 

ſecure the hearts of others, only by ami- 


| T2 EE, 
able diſpoſitions, and the accompliſhments 


of the mind. Theſe are the qualities whoſe 
influence will laſt, when the luſtre of all 
that once e ſparkled and darrled has e 
. | f 
Let not hows the ſeaſon of N58 be 
1 of improvements ſo eſſential to 
your future felicity and honour. Now is 
the ſeed-time of life; and according to 


what you ſex, you ſhall reap. Your cha- 


racter is now, under Divine affiſtance, of 


your own forming ; your fate is, in ſome 


meaſure, put into your own hands. Your 
nature is as yet pliant and ſoft. Habits 
hade not eſtabliſhed their dominion. Pre- 
Jundices have not pre- occupied your un- 
== derftanding. The world has not had time 


to contract and debaſe your affections. 


All your powers are more vigorous, diſ- 
5 embarraſſed, and free, than they will be . 
At any future period. Whatever impulſe 
== _=_ now give to your deſires and paſſions, 


direction is likely to continue. It 


f 


t = will form the channel in which your fe 
1 » to run; nay, it may determine its ever- 
885 | laſting | 


„ 
Alling iſſue. Conßder chen the employ- : 
ment of this important period, as the | 
higheſt truſt which thall ever be com- 
mitted to you; as, in a great meaſure, 
deciſive of your happineſs, in time, and 
in eternity. As in the ſucceſſion of the 
ſeaſons, each, by the invariable laws of 
5 Nature, affects the productions of what i is 
next in courſe; ſo, in human life, every 
period of our age, according as it is well 
or ill ſpent, influences the happineſs of 


that which is to follow. Virtuous youth 3 


gradually brings forward accompliſhed and 
flouriſhing manhood z and ſuch manhood” 
paſſes of itſelf, without uneaſineſs, into 
reſpectable and tranquil old age. But 
| when nature is turned out of its regular 
_ courſe, diſorder takes place in the moral, 
juſt as in the vegetable world. If the 
Spring put forth no bloſſoms, i in Summer | 
there will be no beauty, and in Autumn 


0 no fruit. 80 if youth be trifled away, 


1 without improvement, manhood will be 


| contemptible, and old age miſerable. . If _ A 
che ee e life Have e vanity, | 


its 


© 


its laiter end can Oey no other than vexation 

5 ſpirit. © 5 | 4 ; 

Hang thus ſnewn the importance of 

5 b ing early to give ſerious attention 

to conduct, I come, next, to point out the 

virtues which are moſt neceſſary to be cul- 
tivated 3 in 5 mo "Wt 1 ſhall, | 


I. Oe 18 play to | God. With 
DE this I begin, both as a foundation of good 
morals, and as a diſpoſition particularly 
graceful and becoming in youth. To be 
void of it, argues a cold heart, deſtitute of 
ſome of the beſt affections which belong . 
to that age. LVouth 1s the ſeaſon of v warm 
and generous emotions. The heart ſhould 
then, ſpontaneouſly, riſe into the admi- 
ration of what is great, glow with the love 
of what is fair and excellent, and melt at 


the diſcovery of tenderneſs and goodneſs. : 


Where can any object be found, ſo proper 
to kindle thoſe affections, as the Father of 


= the univerſe, and the Author of all felicity? . 


"— Unmoved by veneration, can you con- 
pF pemplate that 3 and ä which | 


RBis works every where diſplay : ? Untouched 
by gratitude, can you view that profuſion 
of good, which, in this pleaſing ſeafon of 


life, his beneficent hand pours around | 


you? Happy. in the love and affection of 
' thoſe with whom you are connected, look 


up to the Supreme Being, as the inſpirer 


of all the friendſhip which has ever been 


ſhewn you by others ; himſelf, your beſt 
and your firſt friend; formerly, the ſup- 


porter of your infancy, and the guide of 
your childhood; now, the guardian of 
your youth, and the hope of your coming 
years. View religious homage, as a na- 
tural expreſſion of gratitude to him for all 
his goodneſs. Conſider it as the ſervice 


of the God of your Fathers ; of him, to 


whom your parents devoted you; of him, 
who in former ages your anceſtors ho- 


noured; and by whom they are now. 


rewarded, and bleſſed in heaven. Con- 


A . 


16 
te warm and ne ane dad the 
heart. 
But ad iety- chiefly en to ae 
. 1 yet the aid of the underſtanding "8 
_ requiſite, to give a proper direction to the 
_ devout affections. Lou muſt endeavour, 
therefore, to acquire . juſt views, both of 
the great principles of natural religion, 
158 of the peculiar doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel. For this end, ſtudy the ſacred Scrip- 
tures. Conſult the word of God, more 
chan the ſyſtems of men, if you would 
know the truth in its native purity. When, 
upon rational and ſober enquiry, you have 
eſtabliſhed your principles, ſuffer them 
not to be ſhaken by the feoffs of the licen- 
| ious, or the cavils of the ſceptical. Re- 
member, that in the examination of every 
great and comprehe bre plan, ſuch as that 
ol Chriſtianity, difficultics may be expected 
to occur; and that reaſonable evidence is 
not to be rejected, becauſe the nature of 
bur preſent ſtate allows us only to lan 


Y : * eee eee 
SO impreſs 


- 


- 
p 
i 
5; 
[ ; 
3 
5 
N : 
* 
=. 
1 
1 
: 
I 
} 
. 
1 
F 
14 
1 
0 


A 
"a 
1 


all that is ſacred. Let no wantonneſs of 
youthful ſpirits, no compliance with the 
intemperate mirth of others, ever betray 
you into prophane ſallies. Beſides the 
guilt which is thereby incurred, nothing 
gives a more odious appearance of petu- 
lance and preſumption to youth, than the 
affectation of treating religion with levity. 
Inſtead of being an evidence of ſuperior 
underſtanding, it diſcovers a pert and 
| ſhallow mind; which, vain of the firſt: 
ſmatterings of knowledge, preſumes © to 

mike _ of what' ye: reſt of mankind 
At ch ſame cle you are not to ima- 


gine, that when exhorted to be religious, 


you are called upon to become more for- 
mal and ſolemn” in your - manners than 
others of the ſame years, or to erect your - 
ſelves into ſupercihous reprovers of thoſe 
around you. The ſpirit of true religion 
breathes gentleneſs and affability. It gives. 
a native, unaffected caſe to the behaviour. 
we " CIR OI and cheerful; far re- 
B . 


* 
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9 
moved from that gloomy and illiberal ſu- 
perſtition which clouds the brow, ſharpens 


the temper, dejects the ſpirit, and teaches . 
men to fit themſelves for another world, 
by negleCting the concerns of this. Let 


your religion, on the contrary, connect 
Preparation for heaven, with an honour- 
able diſcharge of the duties of active life. 


Let it be aſſociated in your imagination 


with all that is manly and uſeful; irh 


 wohbtſoeuer things are true, are juſt, ure pure, 
are lovely, are of good report, wherever there 


is any virtue, and wherever there is any 


fraiſe. Of fuch religion diſcover, on every 


proper occaſion, that you are not aſhamed ; 


but avoid making any eee oſten- 
l of it before the M. 


u. To piety, Joi al! 5 . : 
1 reverence of your parents, and ſub- 


miſſion to thoſe who are your ſuperiors 
in ͤ knowledge, in ſtation, and in years. 
Dependence and obedience belong to 
youth. Modeſty is one of its chief orna- 
ments; and has ever been eſteemed a pre- 


tage. 


19 

ſage of 1 merit. When entering on 
the career of life, it is your part, not to 
aſſume the reins as yet into your hands; 
but to commit yourſelves to the guidance 
of the more experienced, and to become 
wiſe by the wiſdom of thoſe who have 
gone before you. | 

Of all the follies incident to youth, 
there are none which are either deform its 
preſent appearance, or blaſt the proſpe& 
of its future proſperity, more than ſelf- 
eonceit, preſumption, and obſtinacy. By 
checking its natural progreſs in improve- 
ment, they fix it in long immaturity z 
and frequently produce miſchiefs, which 
can never be repaired. 'Yet theſe are vices. 
too commonly found among the young. 
Big with enterpriſe, and elated by hope, 
they reſolve to truſt, for ſucceſs to none 
but themſelves. . Full of their own abili- 
ties, they deride the admonitions which 
timorous ſuggeſtions, of age. Too wiſe 
to Als too impatient. to Sende gs, too 
NN 2 2 Tor- | 


00 —— 


—— — — 
N * e! * 


mor © & by 


FS 20 N 
forward to be reſtrained, they plunge, 


with precipitant indiſcretion, into che 


midft of all the dangers with which life 
abounds. Seeft thou a young man wiſe in 


bis own conceit? There is more hope of a 
fool, than of him—Pofitive : as you now are 


in your opinions, and confident in your 


aſfſertions, be affured, that the time ap- 
| proaches when both men and things will 


appear to you in a different light. Many 


characters which: you now admire, will, 


by arid by; fink in your eſteem; and 


many opinions, of which you are at pre- 


fent moſt. tenacious, will alter as you ad- 


Vance in years. Diſtruſt, therefore; that 


flare of youthful preſumption, which 


_  dazzles your eyes. Abound not in your 
on ſenfe. Put ot yourſelves forward 
With too much eagernkfs; nor ng; 


#5 5 er 


ar- 


that by the irhpetuofity of 


Adr, you can overturn ſyſtems which 
| have been long eſtabliſhed, and change 


che fate of _— world. Learn not to think 


5 2¹ : 

think, but ta think ſoberly. By patient ang 
| gredual progreſſion in improvement, you 
may, in due time, command laſting eſteem. 
But by aſſuming, at preſent, a tone of ſu- 
periority, to which you have no title, you 
will diſguſt thoſe whoſe approbation it is 
moſt. important to gain. Forward vivacity 
may fit you to be the companions of an idle | 
hour. More ſolid qualities muſt recom- 
mend you to the wiſe, and mark you out 
for importance and canfiderapan in ſubſe- 
quent life. 


III. Ir is neceſſary to "a to 
you, ſincerity and truth. This is the 
baſis of every virtue. That darkneſs of 
character, where we can ſee no heart; ; 
thoſe foldings of art, through which 
no native affection is allowed to penetrate, 
preſent an object, unamiable in every 
ſeaſon of life, but particularly odious in 
youth.” If, at an age when the heart bs 
Warm, when the emotions are ſtrong, 
and when nature is expected to ſhew it» 
ſelf wg and open, you can already ſmile 
TE: ane 


22 
and deceive, what are we to look for 
when you ſhall be longer hackneyed in the 
ways of men; when intereſt ſhall have 
completed the obdurationof your heart, and 
experience ſhall. have improved you in all 
the arts of guile? Diſſimulation in youth, | 
is the fore-runner of perfidy in old age. Its 
_ firſt appearance is the fatal omen of grow-. 
ing depravity, and future ſhame. It de- 
grades parts and learning; obſcures the 
luſtre of every accompliſhment ; and ſinks 
you into contempt with God and man. | 
As you value, therefore, the approba- 
tion of Heaven, or tlie eſteem of the 
world, cultivate the love of truth. In all 
your proceedings, be direct and conſiſtent. 
Ingenuity and candour poſſeſs tlie moſt 
powerful charm; per beſpeak univerſal 


favour, and carry an apology for almoſt 
every failing. The lip of truth ſhall be 


: 8 _ eftabli Med for ever; but a lying tongue ir 


but for a moment v. The path of truth, is 
à plain and a ſafe path; that of falſchood, 
is a a perplexing. MAZE. After the irt de- 


Prov. ail. 19 | | Wn 
parture 


329 
parture from ſincerity, it is not in your 
power to ſtop. One artifice unavoidably 
leads on to another; till, as the intricacy 
of the labyrinth increaſes, you. are left 
entangled in your own ſnare.. Deceit diſ- 
covers: a little mind, which ſtops at tem- 
porary expedients, without riſing to com- 
prehenſive views of conduct. It betrays, 
at the fame time, a daſtardly ſpirit. It 
is the reſource of one who wants courage 
to avow his defigns, or to reſt upon him- 
ſelf. Whereas, openneſs of character diſ- 
plays that generous. boldneſs which ought 
to diſtinguiſh youth. To fet out in the 
world with no other principle than a 
crafty attention to-intereſt; betokens one 
who is deſtined for creeping: through the 
inferior walks of life. But to give an 
early preference to honour above gain; 
when they ſtand in competition; to deſpiſe 
every advantage, which cannot be attained 
without diſhoneſt arts; to brook no mean 
neſs, and to ſtoop to no diſſimulation; are 
the indications of a great mind, the pres ; 
DO FOG eminence and diſtinQion 
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At the ſame time this virtuous ſincerity 
is perfectly conſiſtent with the moſt pru- 


dent vigilanee and caution.” It is oppoſed : 


to cunning, not to true wiſdom. It is not 


the ſimplicity of a weak and improvident, 


but the candour of an enlarged and noble 
mind; of one who ſcorns deceit, becauſe 
he accounts it both baſe and unprofitable; 
and who ſeeks no diſguiſe; becauſe he 
needs none to hide him. Lord! who ſhall 
abide in thy tabernacle? Who ſhall aſcend 
= into thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly 
ad worketh e, and Helen the 
Wc ENTREES 7 | 


V. Yourn is ; the ow de of 
PR” Ny the benevolent and humane 


affections. As a great part of your hap- 
pineſs is to depend on the connexions 


which you form with others, it is of high 


importance that you acquire, betimes, the 


temper and the manners which will ren- 


de ſuch connexions comfortable. Let 2 
ſenſe of juſtice be the foundation of all 


your ſocial qualities. In your moſt early 
intercourſe with the world, and even in 


. 25 1 
your youthful amuſements, let no unfair- 
neſs be found. Engrave on your mind 
that ſacred rule, of doing all things to: 
others, according as you wiſh that they 
| Joould as unto you. For this end; umpreſs 
yourſelves with a deep ſenſe of. the origi- 
nal and natural equality of men. What- 
ever advantages of birth or fortune you 
poſſeſs, never diſplay them with an often» 
tatious ſuperiority. Leave the ſubordina» 
tions of rank, to regulate the intercourſe of 
more advanced years. At preſent, it be- 
comes you to act among your companions, 
as man with man. Remember how un- 
known to you are the viciſſitudes of the 
world; and how often they, on whom 1g- 
norant and contemptuous young men onoe 
looked down with ſcorn, have riſen to 25 
their ſuperiors in future years. 

Compaſſion is an emotion of Slick 
you ought never to be aſhamed. Grace 
ful in youth is the tear of fympathy, and 
te heart that melts at the — 
Loet not eaſe and indulgence contract our 

: n and wrap you up in {ſelfiſh en- 
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joyment. But go ſometimes to the houſe 
of mourning, as well as to the houſe of feaſt» 
ing. Accuſtom yourſelves. to think of the 

diſtreſſes of human life; of the ſolitary 
cottage, the dying parent, and the weeping 


orphan. Thou ſhalt not harden thy heart, 
nor ſbut thy hand from thy poor brother; 
but thou: ſhalt" ſurely give unto him in the 
day of his need: And thine heart ſhall not 
be grieved when thou grieugſt unto him ; ber 
cauſe that for this thing, the Lord thy God 
all bleſs thee in all thy works*. Never 
{port with pain and diſtreſs, in any of your 
amuſements; nor treat even the meaneſt 
inſect with wanton cruelty. _ 
In young minds, there is commonly 4 
0 e propenſity to particular intimacies 
and friendſhip. Youth, indeed, is the 
ſeaſon when friendſhips are ſometimes 
formed, which not only eontinue through 
ſucceeding: life, but which glow to the 
laſt, with a tenderneſs unknown to the 
connexions begun in cooler years. The 
propenſity therefore is not to be diſcou- 
; Es though at the ſame time it muſt. 


V N 


| be Testate me much 6 esp | 
and care. Too many of the pretended: 
friendſhips of youth, are mere combinas. 


tions in pleaſure. They are often found 
ed on capricious likings ; ſuddenly con- 
tracted, and as ſuddenly diflolved. Some=-. 
times they are the effect of intereſted com 
plaiſance and flattery on the one ſide, and 


of credulous fondneſs on the other. Bea 


ware of ſuch raſſi and dangerous con- 
nexions, which may afterwards load you 
with diſhonour.. Remember, that: by the 


character of thoſe whom you chooſe for 


your friends, your own is likely to be 
formed, and will certainly be judged of 
by the world: Be flow, therefore, and 


cautious in contracting intimacy; but 


when a virtuous friendſhip is once eſtas 


bliſned, conſider it as a ſacred engagement. 


Expoſe. not yourſelves: to the reproach of 
lightneſs and inconſtancy, which always 
beſpeak, either a trifling or a baſe mind. 
Reveal none of the ſecrets of your friend. 
Be faithful to his intereſts. Forſake him 
not i in N Abhor che thought of ac- 


quiring 


28 | 
quiring any adyantage by his prejudice or 
hurt. There is a friend that loveth at all 
times, and a brather that is born for adver= 
fy. Thine own friend, and thy A 


friend, forſake not“. 


x += vicious and immoral. 


Finally, on this head; in FRY to ren- 
| der yourſelves amiable in ſociety, correct 
'- every appearance of harſhneſs in beha- 
viour. Let that courteſy diſtinguiſh your 
demeanour, which ſprings, not ſo much 
from ſtudied politeneſs, as from a mild 
and gentle heart. Follow the cuſtoms of 
the world in matters indifferent ; but ſtop 
hen they become ſinful. Let your man- 
ners be ſimple and natural; and of courſe 
they will be engaging. Affectation is cer- 
tain deformity. By forming themſelyes 
on fantaſtic models, and vying with one 
another in every reigning folly, the young 
begin with being ridiculous, and end in 


1 aa 
| tamperance i in pleaſure: Let me admoniſh 7 


HG . | ro. xvii, 17,—=xxvii, 10 8 
1 them 


them to beware of that rock on which 
thouſands, from race to race, continue to 
fplit. The love of pleaſure, natural to man 
in every period of his life, glows at this age 
with exceſſive ardour. Novelty adds freſh 
charms, as yet, to every gratification. The 
world appears to ſpread a continual feaſt 3 
and health, vigour, and high ſpirits, 
invite them to partake of it without 
reſtraint. In vain we warn them of latent 
dangers. Religion is accuſed of inſuffer= 5 
able ſeverity, in prohibiting enjoyment ; 
and the old, when they offer their admo- 


nitions, are upbraided with having forgot 


chat they once were young. And yet, 


my friends, to what do the reſtraints of | 


religion, and the counſels of age, with 
reſpect to pleafure, amount? They may 
all. be compriſed in few words, not te 
hurt yourſelves, and not to hurt others, N 
by your purſuit of pleafure. Within theſe 
bounds, pleaſure is lawful; beyond them, 
it becomes criminal, becauſe it is ruinous. 
ll ave theſe e N than what 
5 wiſe 
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2 wiſe man would chooſe to impoſe on 
himſelf? We call you not to.renounce plea- 
ſure, but-to enjoy it in ſafety. Inſtead of 
abridging it, we exhort you to purſue it on 
an extenſive plan. We propoſe meaſures 
for ſecuring its poſſcſbon, and for pro- 
longing its duration. 
Conſult your whole nature. Conſider 
yourſelves not only as ſenſitive, but as 
rational beings ; not only as rational, but 
ſocial; not only as ſocial, but immortal. 
Whatever violates your nature in any of 
theſe reſpects, cannot afford true pleaſure; 
any. more than that which undermines an 
eſſential part of the vital ſyſtem can pro- 
mote health. For the truth of this conclu- 
hon, we appeal, not merely to the autho- 
_ rity of religion, nor to the teſtimony of the 
aged, but to yourſelves and your own ex- 
pꝓerience. We aſk, Whether you have not 
found, that in a courſe of criminal exceſs, 


Four pleaſure was more than compenſated 


by ſucceeding pain? Whether, if not from 
OF e inſtance, yet from every 
5 habit, 


* 3 


FE: 
Habit, at leaſt of unlawful gratification, 
there did not ſpring ſome thorn to wound 
you, there did not ariſe ſome conſequence 
to make you repent of it in the iſſue ? 
How long then, ye ſimple ones ! will ye lou 
 femplicity ? How long repeat the ſame 
round of pernicious folly, and tamely ex- 
poſe yourſelves to be caught in the ſame 
fnare? If you have any conſideration, or 
any ſirmnefs left, avoid temptations, for 
which you have found yourſelves un- 
equal, with as much care, as you would: 
mmun peſtilential infection. Break off all 
connexions with the looſe and profligate. 
When ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not. 
Look not on the wine when it is red, "when 
it giveth its colour in the cup ; for at the 
laſt, it biteth lite -a ſerpent, and flingeth 
like an adder. Remove thy way from the: 
 ftrange woman, and come not near the door. 
F her houſe. Let not thine heart incline 
to her ways ; for her houſe is the way to Bell. 
Thou gogſt after her as a bird haſteth to the 
ſuare, and Loren not that it is for * 
4 * | ; 

By 


— 
By theſe unhappy exceſſes of irregular 
pleaſure in youth, how many amiable 
diſpoſitions are corrupted deſtroyed ! 
How many rifing capacities and powers 
are ſuppreſſed! How many flattering 
hopes of parents and friends are totally 
extinguiſhed! Who but muſt drop a tear 
over human nature, when he beholds that 
morning which aroſe ſo bright, overcaſt 
with ſuch untimely darkneſs; that good 
humour which once captivated all hearts, 
© that vivacity which ſparkled in every 
- -company, thoſe abilities which were fitted 
for adorning the higheſt ſtation, all ſa- 
crificed at the ſhrine of low ſenſuality ;. 
and one who was formed for running the 
fair career of life in the midſt of public 
eſteem, cut off by his vices at the begin- 
ning of his courſe, or ſank, for the whole 


of it, into infignificancy and contempt fo - 


"Theſe, O finful Pleafure! are thy trophies. 
It is thus that, co-operating with the foe 


} of God and man, thou degradeſt human 


Idnour, and blaſteſt the opening e 
of human Sa \ 
E # . 1 VI. OY | 
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VI. Duickxcz, induſtry, — proper 


improvement of time, are material duties 
of the young. To no purpoſe are they 
_ endowed with the beſt abilities, if they 
want activity for xerting them. Un- 
availing, in this caſe, will be every di- 
rection that can be given them, either for 
their temporal or ſpiritual welfare. In 
| youth the habits of induſtry are moſt 
_ eaſily acquired. In youth, the incen- 
tives to it are - ſtrongeſt, from ambition 
and from duty, from emulation and hope, 
from all the proſpe&s which the begin- 
ning of life affords. If, dead to theſe 


calls, you already languiſh in ſlothful 


inaction, what will be able to quicken 
the more ſluggiſh current of "LEN 


years : ? 


Induſtry i is not cath the inſtrument of 
improvement, but the foundation of plea« | 
ſure. Nothing is ſo oppoſite to the true 


enjoyment of life, as the relaxed and 
feeble ſtate of an indolent mind. Hg 


who is a ſtranger to induſtry, may poſ- 
ſels, but he cannot enjoy. For it is la- 
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bour only which gizes the reliſh to Pe- 


good to man. It is the indiſpenſable 


condition of our rain rt bes wind 
in a ſound body. Yloth is 1 
ſiſtent with both, chat it is hand to 4 
. | 
. Yirtue, or to health and happineſs. In- 
active as it is in itſelf, its effects are 
fatally powerful. Though it appear a 
ſlowly flowing ſtream, yet it undermines 
all that is ſtable and flouriſhing. It not 
only faps the foundation of every virtue, 
but pours. upon you a deluge of crimes 
and evils. It is like water which firſt 
Pautriſies by ſtagnation, and then ſends up 
noxious vapours, and ills the 28 8 
with death. | 

Fly, therefore, foes idleneſe, AS the 
„ and of ruin. 
And under idleneſs I include, not mere 
. ination only, but all that circle of 
trifling occupations, in which too many 
faunter away their youth; perpetually 
e e Rec a or publie 
amuſe- 


* 
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amuſements, in the labours of dreſs, or 


the oftentation of their perſons. Is this: 


che foundation which you lay for future 


uſefulneſs and eſteem? By ſuch accom- 
pliſhments, do you hope to recommend 


yourſelves. to the thinking part of the 
world, and to anſwer the expectations of 


your friends, and your country? Amuſe- 


ments, youth requires. It were vain, it 


were eruel to prohibit them. But though 
allowable as: the relaxation, they are moſt 
eulpable as the buſineſs, of the young. 
For they then become the gulph of time, 
and the poiſon of the mind. They fo-- 
ment bad paſſions. They weaken the 
manly powers. They ſink the native 
_ vigour of N into nee _ 
e 5 1 8 

Redeeming your time from fu h 
gerous waſte, ſeek to fill it with expld 96 
ments which you may review with ſatiſ- 


faction. The acquiſition of knowledge 
rable otcupa-- 


| is one of the moſt hono 
tions of youth. The deſire of it diſes- 
un liberal mind, and is connected With 
ö C2 many. 
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many accompliſhments, and many virtues. 
But though your train of life ſhould not 
lead you to ſtudy, the courſe of education 
always furniſhes proper employments to a 
well-diſpoſed mind. Whatever you purſue, 
be emulous to excel. Generous ambition, 
and ſenſibility to praiſe, are, eſpecially at 
your age, among the marks of virtue. 
Think not, that any affluence of fortune, 
or any elevation of rank, exempts you from 
the duties of application and induſtry. In- 
duſtry is the law of our being ;. it is the 
demand of Nature, of Reaſon, and of God. 
Remember always, that the years which 
now paſs over your heads, leave perma- 
nent memorials behind them. From your 
thoughtleſs minds they may eſcape ; but 
they remain in the remembrance of God. 
They form an important part of the regiſter 


of your life. They will hereafter bear teſti- 


monp, either for or againſt you, at that 

day, when, for all your actions, but parti- 
cularly for the employments of youth, you 
muſt en an account to God. 
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- Tavs I have ſet before you ſome of the 


chief qualifications which belong to that 
 fober mind, that virtuous and religious cha- 


rater, which the Apoſtle in my Text 
recommends to youth; piety, modeſty, . 
truth, benevolence, temperance, and in- 
duſtry. Whether your future courſe is 
deſtined to be long or ſhort, after this man- 
ner it ſhould commence; and, if it con- 


tinue to be thus conducted, its concluſion, 
at what time ſoever it arrives, will not be 


inglorious or unhappy. For honourable age 
i, not that which flandeth in length time, 


or that awhich is meaſured by number of years.; 
But wiſdom is the grey hair to man, and an 
unſpotted life is old age. 


Lux me finiſh the ſubject, with recalling 


your attention to that dependance on the 
bleſſing of Heaven, which, amidſt all your 


endeavours after improvement, you ought. 


continually to preſerve. It is too common 
with the young, even when they reſolve to 
tread the path of virtue and honour, to ſet 
out with preſumptuous confidence in them 

5 | ſelves. 
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ſelves. Truſting to their own abilities for 


carrying them ſucceſsfully through life, 


they are careleſs of applying to God, or of 
deriving any aſſiſtance from what they are 


apt to reckon the gloomy diſcipline of reli- 
gion. Alas! how little do they know the 


dangers which await them ? Neither hu- 
man wiſdom, nor human virtue, unſup- 
ported by religion; are equal to the trying 


ſituations which often occur in life. By 
the ſhock of temptation, how frequently 


have the moſt virtuous intentions been 


_ overthrown? Under the preſſure of diſaſ- 


ter, how often has the greateſt conſtancy 


EO funk? Every good, and every perfect gift, 
from above. Wiſdom and virtue, as well 


1 
o 4 = * 


as riches and honour, come from God. Deſ- 


titute of his favour, you are in no better 
© ftuation, with all your boaſted abilities, 
than orphans left to wander in a trackleſs 
deſert, without any guide to conduct them, 


or any fhelter to cover them from the ga- 
thering ſtorm. Correct, then, this ill- 


founded arrogance. Expect not, that your 
eee can be — of him Who 
eZ made 


made you. By faith and repentance, ap- 
5 ply to the Redeemer of the world. By 

piety and prayer, ſeek the protection of the 
God of heaven. I conclude with the ſolemn 


words, in which a great Prince delivered 


his dying charge to his ſon; words which 


every young perſon ought to conſider as 155 


addreſſed to himſelf, and to engrave deeply 
on his heart: Thou, Solomon, my fon, know 
thou the God of thy fathers ; and ſerve him 
with a perfe heart, and with a willing 
mind. For the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, 
and underflandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts. ¶ thou ſeek him, he will be found 
of thee ; but if thou for ſake him, be he | 
zhee 64 8 r., 
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THE END. 
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